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Boye Friend Libraries, 1s t Series; "Boy l7ithout a 
Name", "Through Thick & Thin", "Riva ls & Chu.me", 
all by Frank Richards •• 

12 s.B .Libs . 1915-2 0 
44 B . F.Le. 1906-20.. • • • • 
All the above by F . Richards, 1lax:aell S~ott; ·cec ii 

Hayt er, Hardy, Graydon, Good'Qin, North, Dreu, 
Anni tage .!ray, R:: nton Ash • . • • 

20 Buffalo Bill Libraries, 1918-20 . 
200 Original Penny Populars , 1912-16 
300 Populars, 1919-31 .• •• 
15 Penny Cheen Gems, 1908-16 . • • • 
15 Aldine Bloods, 1902 Pub lications 
20 Comics, 19 05 -15 .. •• • • .• • • •• 
Number 1 Sexton Blake Li b . "Tho Ye110 ,:1. Tiger" 
\Jondor Librari es, llos. 5 an d 6 • • . . • • • • 
Pink Union Jacks, all Christ.aes number s containing 

58-64 Pages . Nos.84, 425, 217,269,584, 633, 616, 
555, 599, 476, 191, 165 • • • • •• 

40 copios Boys Roa1m, 1909-10. 
30 copies Boy s Hora1d, 1909-10 
20 0 co pi e s Boys Roa1m, 1918-23 
First 3 volumes Hogarths . "The Blue Dl-1ar:f" •• 
1 Vol ll!lO Broad Arrcu Jack. 1 Vol .Da rk Dee ds o:f old 

London.. • • • • • • 
7 Vo1s . "Tho Sco ut , 1925-31 
200 c ons ec utiv e Triumphs :from 1933 . 
200 conse cutive Skippers, :from 1933 • . 
200 Boys o:f England 1863, Boys <mn Pa po r, e t c . 
Bound Vol . London Society, 1863 •• •• 
30 Champi ons, 1922-3 . • • • 
40 Groyfriars Hera lds , 1919-22 
40 Sports Budgota, 1935-6 •• 
20 Hotspurs, 1945 • • • • 
200 Modern Boys, 1933-39 . 
200 copies of tho Rang e:?", 1 931 - 33 • • 
40 St . Franks, S. O. Li brari es 
20 Sch oo1 g;i.rls Onn ld.brari os . • 
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Editor, Miscellaneous Section, 
Herbert Leckenby , Telephone Exchange, 

Pos t Fr ee 

c/o Cent ral Registry, Northern Command, York •. 

FROM TIJE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

Sww,y Days in the South , Each year on ozy-return from ozy
London holiday I ea:; with a sigh, "It can never happen again, . 
But it does . It certainly has this y ear - end then some . . J 
Each succeeding year I have to steel anoth er day. This yea:, 
I would fain have taken three or four, i f duty hadn ' t celled 
How to give an adequate account of ozy-travels, the thrUl s, 
the surprise s , th e wonderful kindness and hospitality extend, a 
to me by "Th e Brotherhood of Happy Hours" in the 1epace ava il 
able is e probl em. However, by recklessly adding four p age• 
110 t hat I shall not oncroech too much on other matters, I m&l 
be able to give some idea of a wonderful tim e . 

On 111¥ arrival at Kings Cross, Len Packmen end Charli e 
Wright, t ha t faithful pair, took me to lunch end ..then on to 
the offices of Mandeville Publications where 1n en en joy ~.ble 
hour I 11811' ean ethi.ng of the good fare to be s erved up short]J 
f or the benefit of Hamiltonians. 

Tuesday breekfut tim e came s terrific surpris e, f ore 
letter from Frank Ricbaz,ds, addressed to Ben muter , wee plect, , 
before me in e state of glee by his brother Bob. At the rial; 



,- - _ - - --- --- -· 2?2- - -- - ---- - - - . 
1 
of boi ng cons i d ered ·e..-ell - hea<led I' 11 quot e pa rt -

"I she ll bE: v &ry pl e:as e d to see Iibrb or t, and .5ob t vo . if 
Bob .is his fellow t r ave ll er to th ese r emot e r egions , It 
is no t only bacaua e I , ' " busy that I have to cut out 
visits as e rul e , but a l so bec au se t he Oldest Inh abitant 
tires v ery eas ily in th ese l a tt er deya. But a special 
occ as ion i s a s pec i a l occ as ion, and th e editor of the 
C.D. is ext ra spec i a l. As it hap pily h appens on \Vedn ead 
afternoon Frank Richard s Will be free f r om the claims of 
Billy Bunter en,J. Tom Merry, so if Herb er t will flo a t in 
@bout four o I c lock a ll Will be calm end bright," 

Uell , if that didn 't assure e happy holiday , I don ' t know 
whet woul d. It had b een pl ann ed a ll unknown to me by Ben 
\lh iter. The t ' s ju.et typic e 1 of th e sp irit of these London 
fellows. And quit e apart from my awn satisfaction , I knew 
whet it meant to Bob 1Vhi tar . For yea rs he had drea mt of 

~ : such an occasio n, therefore, if I he d done a littl e to make 
-v hi e dreem come true, I was very happ y too . 

Thia unexpected tr ea t meant e r ea rr angeme nt of pro 
te n had &Tanged fo r me, which had in cluded a vi s it to 
-ME, Charles Sld.lton•a, but I f e lt sure that thos e I had to 
l e t down woul d underet and, fo r such an opportunity migh t 
n eve r come vgain . And th e re v.-ea anoth er pl ee sent episod e o 
Tuesd ay, an afternoon well sp ent et the home of John Shew. 

i:le wer a able to kill two bi rds With on e at one on that 
euspi c ious '."/edn es dey, for e t Margat e we had e de li ghtful h 
l ooking over Nort on Pric e ' s fin e coll ec tion of Boye• F ri end 
end Se xt on Bl ake Libr e ri e s. How I envied t he t " den" of hi s 

Pr ompt At four we -.ere at the homo of Frank Richards . 
Follo wed two hours which sp ~'<l lik e a flash . For e good de• 
of the tl.:¥e I sat and wat ched t he li gh t in Bob 'Thi t e r• s eye s 
Eut the story of wh•t hap pened during thos e two hours will b 
told in e epe ci e l artic l e next month. 

Thur sda y, t he 13t h , was a day of contr as t s, y e t another 
entr ancing day . Inst ead of th e qui e t rocc of Fr ank Richard 
within s ound of' the see, the mornin;; wee spe nt e t t he Sho rl o k 
Holmee Emi b i tion ( e great sho . this) end t he aftern oon mids 
th9 bust l e of London Airport. Her e , tha nks to Rey Brawn, 
of th e Customs, end s t aunch !,!sgnetit e , {m,om I was m0eting 
for the fi rs t time ) Bob 'Thi t er end I wer e BhOl'1n over pl anes 
just in from Sing apore, and abou t to de pa rt fo r Cop enhage n; 
th rough numerous of fices, fi ai shing up with tee, Yeo , anoth r 
thri 111ng day. I 
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r'r !id~y f•-.wi'J n:;.e r,t So uthend, th e re to be met by 3 111 

Colc omb.e -:ri th whom I had co rre sponded for y ea rs , bu t nas e ls, 
c eeti.ng for th e f11"Bt tim e . 'Tis difficul t ta describe the 
r eception he slid his hospitabl e mother gave me . Of e tru th, · 
es I dwell on thos e ev ents , a catch cooes to rrry thr oe t. 

Saturday , a lunch tim e chat with Charl es Vennimare, th en, 
t hanks ta Harry !lamer age in, th e ':les t St and of the Arsene l 
ground , sitting in t he very seat I occupi ed l as t yeer, r:ry 
only regr et t h at Rax end Mrs . Dolphin were not in t hose ed
j aining as t h ~y wer e t hen, and th at I had not th e pl ea sur e ofi 
seeing Herry • s jovi al features end th enking hi m f ace ta f ace. 

After t h e match, out ta th e f amili ar roa m et Gr eenwich , 
1ocr e Charli e and Olive 11ri ght made one f ee l oh so mucr: at ho:::e 
~ith Len and Ben ther e t ao follow ed anc t her happy evening . 

Sunday Septem ber 16th down to Brighton far th e O.B.B.C. 
mueting , an a lov ely day near 30 of us ta th e home of th e 
l).ri.n<:,,>and pr in cess of ent ert ainers , Jahn end Kay Robyns, or 
tho 11Robb i es " es th ey Pr e usn .t l Jy known. Rut Itll l ~ave it 
to Secr et ary Ben to t ell y ou ,.,hat happened th er e'. I ' 11 jus~ : 
svy ust upendous". 

Monday, the 17t h, lunc h at Liverpool St r eet with Ji ucny 
Stewo rt Hunter ond Eric Loney . 3 p .m. f ound me in Ar thur 
Ri cherdsc:-?.' ~ r oc:i. ot t he f.lini s try of Civil ~\vi ation . HF.lr P-, 
exac tly as les t y ee.:r, the time passed so quic kly that I oi:,J.y , 
k ept my appo int ment wi t h Roger J enkins , !.!crb lo J..rch, ct su: , 
by th e skin of ":!1/1 t ee th. Tea , walk end t e.lk - F'yde Pa rk, 
Gr een Perk, P i ccad illy, th e pl eas ure of which wos added ta 
when he handed over one of his inimit abl e articl es fa r th e 
.t..rm.ua l , this t ime on Ha,rr,y ~iharto n . 

Next evening p as s ed h appily et Bob Blyth ' s . Each tia ~ 
I visit Dob I have t a ed:nir e th e woy he hes hi s recor d coll 
tion of Nels on Lees err ~nge d, t he only co:.rple t &~one in ex is 
t enc e . Boxed in t ens, end immacul at ely l abelled , th ey er e 
en impr essi ve s i gh t . 

Nearing th e end , Wednesd ay eveniDg e litt l e gat heri ng 
et Wood Gr een in the famous roo m wi t h innuc or 8ble r o~ind er s 
of th e h\egne t looking down fro m th e m,lls • ., 

Thursd ay, th e 20t h, out t a Surbi to n , wher e, et the 
Modern School my_Landan adventures at erted jus t thr ee y ~ar s 
ego . Now tw o hours chat with Eri c Fayne :neki ng a gr end 
fin e l e to my fourth tour down so uth. 

Fride y - hocewerd bound, th e eve r att undent L~n, 
need l es s ta say, see i ng me off. nnd . as I l ooked out on 
the l ast of tho Landan su burb s I hed only one regret - t ha t 
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i t ·; ,r,s s the end and not the be g~ and that tbs wheels 
were not turning the other wey. 

II-" -1- : -,r. 
ot°bg Surprises : In the weeks .,..,t prl.or to 11/T holiday I 
bed ,eey wel come visitors to m:, <>f!Loe• l!lllllllt t>r them quite 
~ted. First 1'/ilfred Dszods; thee Fradk Cese, Ken 
Hampbx<ies, and biggeet surprise of 1111, ':!heel.er ~den, from 
1:rr-<>ff Hollywood . Finally Dea Webster, ft1l' "1llelll0r&ble 
wvek-end. How I love these eplsDdes. May there be lD8I\T 
mare. "!, 

!!here was en amusing incident in OGmlecti.an with Ken 
Rmmplli;l.ee' vi s it, 'i/a wen t t o e abl,, ill th e 8'"'n1ng end I'l 
be h'11189d if the comedian didn't iJD - ...,rl< " .g,,g about 
Billy Bunter! I can etill eee the smile on th e 1:ece of Ken 

., , · - 0-0 ~ 

The -:flnnllBl: When the compli ment,, flawed in sf tsr the pro-
dm:'tion of l est ;year ' s I s a id to 111r-u. "Grsndt Problem 
will be, however , ho w to keep it up." Btlt hanastly • I'm 
beginning to thi nk we shall do it !lg>lin thi.8 y eer , :ror while 
in. London I sew end hea rd much to justify m:, ccmfi dence. 
There's j\le t one regr e t eb l e note, f or a ll vdlc know him will 
be sorry to hea r tbe.t John Medeftlf t h"" had to go into 
hos pital owing to heart trouble. .n maana he will be une.bl• 
to do hie usu a l crticle on Vi ct ori"'1 p apers. .:, re e l loss, 
but Jimey' Stewert Hunter hes kindl7 .,greed to step into t he 
bN ech . 1!eenwbi l e , I' m sur e ell will wish .Jobn ,. Speedy 
return to h ea lth , 

I• n l eave furth er news e'l,co;,.t the Aritu al until ne:ct 
month, for if I don't stop her e 811 th1 £1 .mcm.th • s C.D. looks 
lik e being hogged b;y 

FOR S....LE, 0 Popul e.rs", "Urdon-Jeca,: -. • "'Nebcm.-Le es ", "Green 
Bays' Fri ends" , "Boys' Reel.In", "'13 .. 0.P .. •, "'Banter Books", 
"Tom Merry ' , etc, S • .1. E . for U...t, t1tste ~ ments. 
G. R. :.dsl e;y, 17 .'..borg srw Road , llryml...,..., I!ridgend, Gl el!l. 

Fa! S.oi.LE, "Union J eeks " , 1reri.uas ""'1ll>ars tram 699 to 1244 
~ series 1246 to 15}1. ..'..lsD ~- .,.,..,ekly 
Number l to 107, Offers, F . 1!.cGnia , 12 Gr-eed Road , 
Mosely, Birminghem , 
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THE l,:l,;ll ',110 ·./ROTE FOR BOYS 

No.2 - Henry St.John 

By Her~ ~_!:eckenby 

Henr,y St.John (born Nov. 3, 1869, die d Nov. 1926) wos 
ano t her of Hamil ton Edwards ' whi t a -h ee ded boye. So f a r as 
periodicole were concerned, I be liev e he wrot e sol e ly f or th 
He:nnsworth, ofterwerda .:.nwlgemeted Preas popere , but unde r 
bis r eo l name , Henry St.Jo hn Cooper , he hod meny stories pub 
li ehe d in book form , some of which con st i l l b e foun d in th e 
libreri ee , Be wee broth er, or maybe h a lf-b ro th er, to 
Gl adys Coope r, leading oc treee f amous i n her dey for her 
beeu ty as Betty Greble for~ diff e r ent pe rt of her ana t omy 
in th ose. 

In bis ear ly de y e Henry St . John someti mes wrote ee 
Lieut. Paul Lefevre, whot h&r army or ruival r ank wee nev er 
st a ted . I don ' t think he ever wor e the uniform of e ith er 
( .. u t hore were oft en fond of adopting t it les in thos e de y e no 
e lweye ee mode st ones es li eu t enant ), but th er e ' s no d oub~ h 
~d "l'it e ret tl i= yerne of t h e King ' s Navee, in f eet , in 
"IY op ini on he was si hi s best when so employ ed . His firs t 
se ri al in the~- Boye• Friend, i n 1696, 1·,as " J,. Ni dcly of 
Neleon•e Day" fo llow ed by "In t h e Deye of Das hi ng Dr oke ". 
Ot ne re wer e "In the Servic e of t he F.ing" earl y on in th e ld. 
Boys• Frie nd" , one of the bee t of tha t pape r' e hundr ed s of 
seria l s. "ld'l oat with Nelson 11 ( Boye • Her El d) y '•In l!3l aon'a 
Day" (Boys ' Rea l m) and "The Sco ur ge of th e Sees " ( i<J. Union 
J ack ) . 

Hamilton Ed 1·.orde pl zc ed Henry St.John "top of th e bill" 
aa hie sc hoo l story au thor. In ey op inion th,,re were bett p 
writers of th~se; st i ll , he wr ot e eome good on ~s. Ono fo l · 
low ed anothe r in r ap i d succes eion1 in the l a ter days of t h e 
id . Boys • Fri end. "The Boys of St , Besils" , "Bob Redding's 
Scbooldaye " , in t he eRrly s t ages of t he l d . s e ri es , "Cha rli e 
Gordon ' s Schoo l dsys 11

, "Shwmed by the School" , "Pride of the 
Sch ool " , ''Defen ce of Danesc lif'f e" and "Tho Schoo l ~e inst Him". 
On one occ Mi on, hO'oever , tha t quixotic ed itor did e curious 
thing. 1/ith much boo sting he snnounced a eto ry by e 
brilli an t new auth or, Gordon Holme , en titl ed "Kingswe ll 
Col l ege ". I ewsited i t with no Uttl a curiosity . l hadn't 
got f ar int o tho fi r et instalment befo r e I ex cl a im ed, •~illy , 
i t 's by Henry St . John ! I ' ll bet 11\Y bottom do ll a r;" or words 
t o th "t effect , Long y ce rs Ffterwe r de, whGn Rerry Dowl er 
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end I met fo r the first time, on e of the f ir st things h e s ei c 
to me we e ''Did you know Gord on Hol me wes Henry St .J ohn?" I 
looke d et him , grinned and e~i d , ''rley- on ea r th didn • t we meet 
f orty y eors ego? " 

Other school st ories, too numerous to ment ion in fUll, 
fl owed from his pen as quickly as BODM! people write letters, 
A f ew th ough t of et r ondom were "The Seventh House at 
St.Ba sil ' s" end "True ea a Die" ( Boys• Rere l d); " The Sht!me 
of St. Basil's" ond ''Th e ]{dlli oneir e Schoolboy " ( B<JC.8 Friend) 

Not content with this, Henry St.J ohn se t out to show 
th at h e , apparently , knew as 11111ch about what went on in girl•• 
d'.onnitori ea as he di d ollout the places wher e boys in dulged 
in pillow fig hts and bul li ed "c ads from the lower cl asses". 
If you would like t o give your lPdy fri ends a l augh tr,y to 
obt ain some "Girls' Friends" of about 1906 vint ag e s o that 
t hey can see so me of George Gat combe' s illustr l' tione t o 
Mabel St .J ohn's ( as Heney was f or the nonce) stories such es 
"PollY Gr een • a Schoold ays" • They ' 11 shllke with mirth ot 
the sp ec t ac l e of p i g-t aile d damse l s clad in ankle-length 
ni ghtdresses , for gi rls wore not pyj amas in those d111s. 
Hemilton Edwar ds woul d not have a llo wed t >,em to be portrayed 
if t hey had . 

i..B "!,i,ibel" he wrote ot he r stori es for the gi rls' p apers, 
sometim es w1 t h theatrical settings . And t hat reminds me of 
en in cident of ozy-awn y outh . L\Y mother he d a friend, a lsclJ 
promin ent in church circl es , on e who di sap pr oved of th e 
th ea tre . end even girl s' weekl ie s lik e the "Gi r ls t Fri end" .. 
One Christmas ozy-mother showed me a book her f ri end hPd give, 
he r as a pre s ent. It was inscrib ed "Sunny Ducrow11 by 
Heney St .J ohn Cooper. Though t I, "That sound familiar" , I 
turn ed t he pages, and chuckle d , fo r sure enough it ,.,. s s 
one ti me Mab el St .John "Girl s ' Fri end " seri al , but it had 
the n epp aar ed un de r t he more enti cing titl e "The Littl e Girl 
in t he Revu e"! 'Thet e diff erenc e a ch enge in dressing mskes . 
hty mothe r r aise d her ey ebrows when I gent ly told her . 

However, to return to Heney th e man. He was anoth er 
of th os e cmszingly ~ oli f ic , versa til e fell""" , as tut e 
Hamil to n Edwards hed under his banner i n the dey e when th e 
eyes of boy s hed caus e to gl ow when they ga zed st the book
stalls. So t est i ng an i mpression had the s t ori es on me 
t het they come t o ru:, mind mor e quic k l y than I cen set them 
down. Her e ju st e few as en exf'lllpl C of his ver sa tility. 
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11Strongbo l i th v Glcdiator" (J i::tst er ); 11Y.i.ng of the I'/:Of"d11

, 

o motor reci ng st ory in the 11Eoys' Reel.m"; 11Horr;y t he. Hor so ~ 
man", e circus yarn in th e same pape r; "Up fo r the King' ' 
(l d. Boys• Friend); "St end snd Ddiv er" (J est er ) ; " Cept s in 
of the Guard" (ld. Union Jeck); "Sc ourge of the See s" 
("fd. Union Jeck); and "Circus Led" (Boys Hereld) . 

Rerk::l.ng back to school stories, most of you will have 
seen or hee.r,l the play "Th e Guine c Pig" in which s boy of th < 
wor k::l.ng c l ess was sent to a public schcol as an experim ent. 
Th e produce rs s eem t o think it was a novel idea, something 
new. mi;,,, bless my life, the boys' weeltl:l.es Cllrried st ori es 
galore on thos e lin es f orty, fifty years ago, end Henry 
St .John's "Shunn ed by th e School" in 1902 was prob ebly one 
of the first. Ho uae d the idea fr equently in after y eers. 

Busy though he was turn:l.ng out s <,ri r.ls for the boys' 
end girls ' wee kli es, i t 111USt a lso be r ecorded t ha t he w<1s 
wri ting with equal in dust ry stories of "love and intrigue" 
for ed ul t paper s like "Family J ournel" ond " Penny Pict ori e l" • . 
Desp it e e ll th3t he f ound time t o br eed bull dog s! 1 o five 
dey wee k f or chaps lik e Henry St.John. 

flhen the iloys' Realm was revive d in 1919 , he wr ot e for 
it "Henry St.John ' s Scho ol days" in which Ne find him r f eg 
a t St. Basil's, t he scho ol he had been writing about for ov er 
twenty y&ers, and in which he occasionally mentioned "his 
sister !Jebel". 

'' lie r ""1Cined fa.i thful t o his f avourit e school a lmost to 
t he end of his writing ca r ee r, f or "The outcast of st .Basils" . 
app e<ered in th e first numbers of "The Champion" in 1922, 
followe d quickly by "The ThrG.a Mosquitoes", another school 
story in the same pap er • .:.fter th a t I tb:l.nk. he passed from 
the scen e, end died so me four ye ar s l a t e r. 

Ey no means e perfect s tylist, a nd if I co ul d he v e 
chosen a public sch ool in which to be educated, it ,;1ould not 
hove been one lik e those portr eyed by Henry St .John, never
theless, he provided many happy hours for boys end ~ irls whe r 
the c entur;r was young. 

Can~ oblig e with~ number 946, pl ea se? I will p ay 
s good .price. Jos eph ine Peckman , 27 I.rchdsle Ro• d , East 
Dulwieh, London, s.E . 22. 

~: "The Pri de of the Ring" by Henry T. J ohnson . 
Published by ..J.d in es . Offers t o HP.rold G. Dubb , 40 Par k Hoe d 
London N.15. 
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RBSUI/1' OF COLLECTORS· DIGEST VCII'I!IG c c:,i-'J' EST. r= } • 

The THIRD HEIT. fir .wh1ch theM-.... a wer;y large entry~ 
hoe perhaps proved to 'be 1ale most 'Interesting of" all eo f"er. 
The ''\lharton Lodglf'' -Serl:u (C) ltnd the '" Polpelly" Series ( E) 
ran ne ck end neck, contumaUT chaz,ging pleces right up to 
the closing dote of" -t'he cont~. 'Th.,.,. ,me, honvar, ne,rer 
arty doubt 88 to which it• - ecad,og 1-Mt. iH1ah 'ftr,J" f"
axceptions, readers 1DBdced the XlD4e at Saa series (F) 118 tbs 
one they liked least at" all. 

Her e is the f"inal plaeillg of" the Series, 118 determined 
by the popular vote <af ;read-,. , -
let. C. Xmas :.~st9r7 cf ':vharton Lodge {1933). 2nd. E. Xmas 
at Polpelly ( 1935 ). . 3rd. B. Xmas ·at lbnileverer Tonrs ( 1931 
4th. A. Xmsa at Cavan4e'Le .Ahbey. (1930). 5th. D. Xmsa at 
Hilton Hell ( 1934). 6th. H. ~ Ci8""'8tta Case aeries (193~). 
7t h. G. Xmas et Re,nbam Castle (1937) . ~tb. F. Xmaa at Sea 
( 1936 ) . 

AB a result of" 1;lle heBt, the .8.eries voted let end 2nd 
will paae into the FiaaJ:s. 

The pri z e-winnen ere as f"ollowe : -
A pos t al order f"or 15/- has been sent to Robert '.Vilson, 
100 Broomf"ield Road, Ole s~, N. (26 pomte). 
A postal order f"or 5/- haa ~een sent to G. Allison, 
7 SUlllllerlie ld Gardena, Br&Dlle,y, Leeds. ( 18 points), 

In this entr;y, comp.e titora suggested serie s v.hich shal l 
be included in the 4th 811d final heat of .the contest, end t he 
list on the n"" coup.on has been compil ed eccording to these. 
sugg estions. 

I Ono or two reader.a sug i:i-est ed :auch aeri es as "Jndg e 
Je ffri es' .'~ ''\Vally Bunter" end th e Redw:ing-Clsv ering'' stories, 
uu.t, whi le ti-,ea o were Wldoubt-edly ou ts t anding in th&ir dsy , 
they appeared about 35 years ego, and the Editor f"eel s that 
the ir incl usion would !DOt be f"a ir to re aders whose collec 
tions may not include such very old items. 

FOR SALE, Blu e Gems .( ~- and ld.) l\lagn e te ( ~ - ) and later; 
~ Her alds ( 1915) full set, 1-18 • .;. f ew co mics (1916 
Also oddments, l-lonst81':8 ., B.F.L's, s. o.1·•e, Lees. Specimen 
copies of many boys• pa:pa:ra. Ernest A. Hubberd , 
.56 South view Crescent, ;Sheffield 7. 



H.l!. !J IL TONI..'i. 

Conduc t ed by Herb art Leckenby 

~b.ilst in London I had a 'phon e chat with }:r. Cha rles 
Skilton. He ga va me the e,Tatifyin,,: news tbs t th e " .\ uto
biogrepby of Frank Richards" will b e published st the end of 
this month, or ear ly in November. I . know by '1I/f post-ba g tha 
this notable event is beii>K eage rly awaited, and I am confident 
members of our circle will not be disappointed when they ae e 
the contents . I had the privelege of r eading a ff!W chapters 
in manuscript a few y ears Pgo, chapters concerning the Gem 
and the l.!.agnet; and I know I found them engrossing reading 
indeed. 

One reason for the dele,y in publication has b een diffi
culty in obtaining cop i es of early issues of the two p apers 
for the purpo s~ of re prod ucing th e cov ers, but s ome of our 
London members hav e come to the rescu e , so all's well . -I ha ve als o had the privi~ege of a pr e-publication look 
at this y"sr•s "Tom Morry's Own", published for the third 
year by Mendevi ll e Publications. It is about t he sa me size 
as l est year, and is clad in en a ttr ac tiv e duet jacket. Prid 
of pl ace goes to "The Ghost of St .Jims", seven-cy p11gee in 
length. Sligh t ly shorter is "Bad Luck fo r Bi lly Bunter" . 
Rookwoodites are not for go tten, for there• s "A Bargain in 
Bikes" by OWen Conquest. .l!. fourth school story concerns 
Carcroft. 

In addition th ~r c are sev er al int eres ting articles , 
including ·~icket-keeping "Down Under'' by Godfrey Evsns1 
"The First J ourne y to th e Moon" by T . 0 . Evans, F.R.G.S.; 
ond "The Tenting Circus Goes Out" by Butch Reynolds ,. 

Finally, a number of fin e photo plates on ert paper 
depicting F • .l.. and Rugby League Cup \'linn ~rs, Sportsmen of the 
Yea r, etc. 

Al t ogether it will well s tand comparison with any of th e 
Annuals on th e bookstalls thi s yo, .r. 

It will probably be on sale by th e time this is in 
print . Price is 9/6d . 

HappY Hamilt onians , you ar e we ll catered for. \Vhat ~ 
pity th € same cannot b e said for the Blake fans, Lee i te e, 
and thos e who ar e fa i thful to b'th er old f avourites. 

f!/if,,"!/cJJJ/jJ 
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"Tlli.T CYrHF..'.R TOFF" 

By Charl es Baker 

Not e: It should be explained that t he fo llowi ng bee not 
to do with the arriv al of Talbot s t St. Jim 's , as t het 
famous eeriee of "T he Toff'' ha s already been covered i n the 
most ebl e end masterly wr,y by t.frs. Packmsn, and whi ch ell us 
old Ta lbot f ens so t ho ro ughly enjoyed reading in the C.D. 
lest y eer. • .• ••• • • 

Thie is about thot other "Toff" who made his appearance 
but onc e , in Gem No .184, "'!lie Pae t J\gainst Him" published 
the 19th Au;iust · l9ll, nea rly three years b efore Telbo t had 
been h~erd of, and I ha ve often wonder ed that even so far 
beck ae then "!.lertin Clifford" """ considering a character 
on the lines that " Tal bot" v,ae to eppea r in le t er ; true the 
other "Toff" wee not o pup il e t St .Jim• s , but he came to 
the school 11ith the same object es TAlbo t , to stea l the pl at 

"Hi s Past llgainst Him" ie th e sad story of Blane of the 
Shell , it is r eco rd ed th at he hes b een a bout two years et 
St .Jim ' s , end is re g~rded •s e quiet steedy chep , but r sthe 
!IIYStorioua; he h"s no people, and it is reoorted by Leviso 
the t hie school f ees Pr e paid by a cer t ain l.!r . Fr ayne , a 
,;-overnor of a r eformetory. Levie op the ced of th e Fourt h 
in his usuPl wey of course , ie vei-y rnxiou a to know more 
abou t th e matt ~r and one My he gets hi s chance to eccomp li h 
th1e . , 

Bl ane is alo ne i n his study , re ad ing t letter which s ee s 
to cPuse him some worry J whe n Tom r,Terry enters the room to 
ask the re as on why Blerf e is not do.m on the cricket ground 
for the House match in which he is to pl ay . Fe s ur " ris es 
Tom Merry by Sf1Yi"6, 11How dere you spy on met" Tom tells hi 
not to bo silly end ge t changed into fl annels end come down 
to the ~un d • 

..1 few other f ellows come elong rnd make Blane change 
end yenk him off, but in the hurry he loaves hi s lette r op en 
on the study table, end of cour se - Levison enters and r eads 
this end t ek~s it r?WPY wit h him. Blene, do-,;n on the cricks 
ground, suddenly romembers his letter, end to th e e~ zemant 
of Tom Merry & Co., inst ea d of eve n try i n,; to meke en ee sy 
catch lets th e ball go pest him, rnd runs as herd ae he can 
off th e ground, beck to th e School Hous e end up to his e tudy 
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I
I to find of course t he lette r gone , i,fter a lot of sea r ching , 

he fin ally tracks it down to Levison. Bla ne demands it from, 

I 
him, bu t Levison, who admits he has the letter, will not gi ve' 
it up, bu t hands it over to Knox th e Prefect, who r ea ds it . 

t a loud t o sl l present, as fol lows : - ; 

l
j Dear B.- Unless you do as I want, I sha ll show you , 

up to al l St . Jim ' s. I don ' t think the Hea d will be 
1. lik ely to a.llow you to remain, or any of the ot her fellows ! 

to speak to you, if you are allowed t o remain, onc e your 

I' past i s !mown . I mean business! If you went to come 
to t erms, meet me at eigh t, you know where. If you mean 

1 to kick over the t r aces lo ok out for squalls. 
1 0 Toffy" . 

I 
Knox then eeks Blane if th e l ett er i s hi s, but Blane 

denies it, but no one seems t o believ e him. 
, Blane lat er meets th e writer of the lette r, who he 
! addre sse s as "Taff"; we are t old t ha t he is e youth about 
: a couple of years ol der than Bl ane • The Toff demends tha -t 
1 ~iit~~ t~!;1n1~f :o'1:g~f"h;;"c~ es~~~~;h!~~go~frpi~e~

0 

I Biane p l~o ds to be l eft alon e , but the Taff shows no mercy, 

I ~M; MtLl1~~e:~i'ifs oi.0 t~, v,~! Ri ~:f:s ih~~ e~s of 
Tom Jderry; they inform !Ar. Ra , lton and Kil da re, and await 
the arriv al of the Tof f . When h e makes his app ea r ance, ·they 
overpowe r him, and he i s brought befor e t h& Hea d. ThG 

I captured thi e f th en in front of a ll expo se s Bl ane, by info rm-
ing t hem th at they have bot h been in e r efo:i:1JWto ry to ge th er . 

' On th e Heed h~arin,! t he. t it is t hrough Bl ono tha t th e Toff 
I has bee n capt ur ed and t he 3chool plate saved , t akes the boy 
' into hi s s t udy end hes re his sad st ory, of how Mr, , Freyne the i refo:nrstory governor , s eeing good in the l ad , hed sent him to 

St .Jim' s, Dr.Holmes feels compassion f or Blan& , and 
alt houg h he cannot al low him to r emain st St.Jim's, t ells him 
he will be hi s friend end s rrru,g G for him to ente r anoth er 
school where he can start a new life. The story ends on 
very simi lar lin es to th e last scene between Dr. Holmes and 
Telbc t in the "Partin., of t he 'il"ys", Gen No. 337. 

"Bis Past Against Him' ' wee not r eprint ed, no doubt on 
account of the simi l arity of the story to th e Talbot seri es , 
end el though th e "Oth er Taf f' ' is qui ta e diff er ent kind or 
i:ellow .ie kno ·" Talbot to be , the t el e hes int er est to Ta lbot 
fans and wee one of the best published i n th e Gem. 
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Th'Z PI CK OF THE s,= . :10. lO . 

'T'l!i': TJLl.VEL SERI"S • 
Though it is possibl e that moat readers preferred sto r i, ii 

~h ere th o chums were located in t hei r r espective Schoole , th, 
various Tr twel seri es in th o llegnet end t he Gem uncoubtedl.y 
med& P welcome chonoe duri ng holid ay periods. Mr .Hamil ton 
has • gre at geniu s for obt o ining a tmosphere and for writing 
in e convincing manner, and, with hi e amezing knowlodge of 
th e war l d in general , th e roader le arned e very great de•l 
about th e pleces which th e oht>r ao t ere visit ed. 
'T'HE CHlNA SERIES 

Few will disput e th a t the Chiru1 Series wae the very 
finest of t>ll . Published in 1930 (Nos.1175-1185) this eeri•is 
,..,,. complotely ori ginal . Nothing el s e lik e it appesred in 
any of Mr. Hamilton ' s publications. A r eodar of tho se 
st ori es real ly f elt that h e be d be en to Chins vi ~ Port Said , 
end he bed l ea rned e lot on the journey. ,i th F erre r a Lock• 
t elcing pert in th e unfo l di.ng of th e thrilling plot, it wee 
th e perfect series. 

THE S017l'H SE..S 
Seconc., I think ona would plac e the 11&1wing-South 5ese 

Series , e delightful set of st ori es in 1927, which first 
introduced to r eade re th a t exoe ll ont chara c t e r Soames. The 
smooth googrPphicsl des criptions end the clever working out 
of the plot IIIEldo this seri es P l'~gnet cl Pss ic . It wee di.s
ti nctly r<,minisc ent of the Pet er Raff Tr es suro s erios which 
appe • red in th e Gem in 1912 , but with • much wider plot . 
Both these seriee .. .,or e f er s uperi or to th e South Sce e se ri es 
•.m ich eppeP.r ~-d in th e !-wgnet in 1937 . 

!!.~~~<Ell 
The Holly,v vod •~ries of 1929 wee wr itt en in much li ghte , 

mood, but it made exce ll en t nnd instruct i ve raPding . Mu.ch 
of it, t o r oedere with l orgo co l l ec tion s , wee rcminiecon t of 
the Tom Merry in th e United Stetee s eries in t he Gem i n 1909, 
but the p lo t wee , of cours e , complete ly d ifferen t. 
OTIOO( SERIES 

It is impossi ble to comment on the doa ene of Tr avel 
~ er ies Which epp enred, but it is cl u~r thet th e Gr eyfriere 
b oys went t r avelling far more t ha n Tom Merry &: Co . Some 
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SE:ri es "Nere f irst class, l ik e thos e men ti oned obov o, .1hi lo 

ot f,<cr e wnich were chro ni cles of th e her oes esc apin.; from the 

l!lBChin e tiona of some vill aino us dago did not ri ng the boll sc 

clearly . Outstanding wee th e Game Country Afr ican series , 

which f eatured Vernon -Smit h end th e Kikuyu, Kikol obo . Tom 
Merry vis it ed the ·:11l d '.Vest in 1909, end again i n 1927. The 

second series was g ood r eading , but more l ik e e r e-has h of 
some of the Ceder Cr eek t ales . In the same cl ass comes s 

Jirlll\Y Sil ver series - s lo ng se ri es Which ren in th e Boys• 
Fri end in t he middl e twenti es , in which J~ v isited his 

cousin I e r anch. The Gr ey!ri er e chums s oem only to have go, 
once to th e Wild '.lest in t hat modera t e series of 1937, ..-h ich 

introduced t hat sup er b cheracte r , th e Ri o Kid . Herry ·•/hs rto< 

end Co . went to India in a f in e s eri es i n 1926. In 1922 
th ey went to Afric a , the Congo, wi th Bunter bec oming Ki~ of 
the Cannibals . Herry -:lherton bro \l6ht bocks bl ac k sl ave . 

In 1912, Tom Merry had visited th e Congo in a grand littl e 

aeries, and he , too, brought bec k a black sla ve. · 

So these Tra vel se ri es, even if they lacked the cbarac t,r · 

pictures so notabl e in oth er • erie s , played th eir pert in 

pointing th e Gr ey:(riers, end St . Jim ' s s tories with th e flemi r 
col ours of the Ori ent or th & Occident, in contrast with the 

gre y old wall s of th e Schools . 

l.!:.GNET TITIJS ( Cont'd . ) 

(S denot es Substitude ) 

746 (S) The St ol en Dier., . 747 (S) For Hi s Fath er 's Name. 
748, Bunte r the Crook. 749, De Vere of the Remove . 
750, Th~ Snob ' s Secret . 751, In Borrowed Plumes . 752, The 
Fall of ..\J.gernon , 753, Bunt er' s k~ffle. 754 (S) Br rvo 

Bulstrode. 755, l,1auly 1 a Pal . 756, The Myst erious Foe . 

757, The Schoo lboy Yecht amen. 758, Th~ ~Stcry of the Si l v<r 

Scud . 759, The Terror Tr acked D01m. 76o, Coker• s Riv a l. 

761, Ski nner ' s Chuma. 762 (S ) The Schoolbo y Divers . 
763, The Per secuti on of 'Mr. Pr out . 764, Fishy th e Footb s ll<r . 

765, Th~ Foot bal l er' s Foe. 766, Loder• s Lo~ Tr a i l. 
767 (S) Bunte r ' s Lew8uit . 768, The !!on from th e Congo . 

769, Bound for Mric o . 770, Harry ilhart on & Co. in J\f'rice . 

771, Lost on the C~ . 772, King Bunter of the Congo . I 
773, On the Ivo ry Tra il. 774, The Bl ack Man et Greyfriers . 
775 (s ) The CPll of th e Air. 775, The Ghost o! t.laul ever er l 
Towers. 777 (s ) Ponson by• e Revenge. 
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0LD BOYS' BOO:-: CLUB 
Sep te mber 16th . 

The Br ot herhood of the Happy Hours, London Section, ea 
our New Zealan d co nt empor aries hav e ca ll ed u s , had t he fourt 
annual t ri p to Hove fo r t he meeting et fr ien d Robby • s moat 
de li ght ful r e s idence. The main party met as usua l et Vic
t oria station where chairman Len efficiently had th e t ravel 
e.rrGngemen t a runni ng smoothl y. :. g ood journey down and the 
the pa rty apli t up to enjoy th e amenities of Bri ghton as th 
willed. Fi ne weath er gr ace d t he day and it was a happ y 
pa rty who met et the Hove Bend ste nd " rior to going to Robby' 
for th e meeting . Chairman Len opened the proc ee dings in hi 
very bes t styl e and t hen the vice-pr eside nt , Herb ert Lecken 
addr essed th e ga t he ri ng . He told of hi s wonderful t ime do 
s out h and of the many happy visi te he he d p artici pated in. 
Then th e usu al formalities were quickly dea lt wit h . A heart 
welcome W8 B t he n a fforded to W .Jardine and H.Buahby, two new 
loca l oembers , end l!r . and Mrs. C.N .Pri ce, who had oede th e 
journey f ro m l,ler ga t e . The Elimnat or Qui z the n fo ll owed 
wit h th e k ey word of Digest, end of t er a very enjoyable con
test it W88 won by Bob 'Toi t er with Len Peckman second end 
John Geel and Cha rli e Wright in t he third pl ace. Tea wa s 
then part aken in t h e lov e ly front ro om to th e etr a ina of th e 
lll8l"\Y music a l boxes. I,. del i {:ih tful scene ind eed and l ong to 
be r ememb er ed in t he happy memories of th e ho bby. Then cam 
Robby's triumph and someth i ng t h a t b e n eve r grows ti r ed of, 
the showing of two furt he r " Exoloits of El a i ne". These war 
!ll'ectly appr ecia t ed by the ga t he ring of 26 members. in ci den t . J..v 
t he most ever at th.i s Sus se x meeting., Host and Hostes s , 
Robby end Kay ar e to be con,,TS t ul eted on th e ir wonderfully 
ha ppy ga t hur i ni; end it was wi t h r e lu c t ance th a t a ll went the 
vsr i ous wt1ys home . 

Next meet i ng e t 19 Ruthin Road , Bl ackh ee th , London, S. B. , 
on Sunday Octob er 21s t. 

-- ------ - -- ----- - ------ :!<:>'J '\MIN - G • "'l!ITER . - -
OLD BOYS ' BOOK BLUB 

North ern Sect ion Meeting . Sept emb e,: 8, 195 1 . 

The meeti ng opened on a ha ppy note . for our popul ar cha 
man Reg . fiudson , s:os back aga in a ft e r maey day s . Bill 
Willi emson , who h ad sc ted so adoirabl y in Reg ' s absence , 
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with loud applaus e, tes tif y i ne to th e af f ecti on f e~t for h1o 
spoke wit h deep f ee li ~ of the kindne ss sho,,n to hir.t duri ng 
his absen ce, and of how it hed che ered him durirlt! tbe ·:1oecy 
deys spent in bod. lie th~n extend ed a warm welcome to Don 
\Vebster (Liverpool) end Tom Hopperton (Scarbo ro ugh) bo th 
present for t he first time . 

Don lteb ste r followed saying how pl eased he was to be 
present end to l d of eome of the ir hopes end pl ans for a 
Liverpool br anch . 

Minutes snd trees ur er •s r eoort were th en disposed of, 
Nort hern Sec tion hss th e fortune to possess some fin e 

orators , r ee l spell-binders . A few months sgo we hed th a t 
ent hralling t e lk by Br eeze Bentley , now one by Tom Hopperton 
ent i t led , "The Enduring Magic" . I s it necessary to say th " 
Tom was concentrating on th e srt of Frsnk Rich erds? He 
expe rtly sn olysad th e St.Ji.ms end Greyfri ors stories and 
charac t ers, snd ex:ploine d convincingly why men find the 
stories ss reada bl e now as th ~y did in thei r youth , wheroes 
ojher stories of one ' s boyhood cause only e yewn. 

The only regret was that Tom had to rush off to catch e 
train el.most before he could be t hanked. "The Enduring 118gi< • 
will be one of th e sttrective f ea t ur es in the Annusl . 

Ther e was en sttondsn ce of eighteen. 
Next m~eting Saturda y Oct ober 13th . 

Postscr ip t, On Sunday Sept ember 23rd o party of eig ht from 
Leeds end •1,.kefield cemc over to York where th ey wore met by 
Jec k '.Vood end :cyself . It w,is a very enjo yable ev ent and 
included• trip down th e Ouse to Di shopthorp e Pslece . 

!L'.:RD:ffl k.C KENBY • 
Northern Sectio n Corre spo ndent. 

Roport of th e "ee tine of the Midiond Section 
OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB. 

Tho fsct th at we or e in th e middl ~ of t he treditionel ly 
English holi day seaso n wes undoubtedly one of th o r ees ons why 
we had our scis lle st Meeting to dete . 

However, ef t er cons id ering el l r el a t i ve f ec t or s , I dr ew 
sre• t comfort from the memory of th e very h~ppy eve ning tho 
six teen of ua had et our Meeting, AUIS"\J.Bt 20th , nt Bi rmingham 
Int&rn et ionol c ... ntr e . Reeding of t ha Minutes end Correepon
dence wee followed by o tw ·<n7qu e · tions sess i on. Th u Tero of 
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'!Olunt ea r s · . . r .:. C.::..roline Sc ott , filf r cd Devey , !tr . Gregory, 
pete r Mello r ; tho guBst ion-master was Jack Cor bet t.. The 
game( which was pe rf ormed on t he s ame lin es as t he famous 
r adio pro .;ramme} proved e hap py change fr om th e usual quiz. 
The Objects chos en wer e of cour se connected with Greyfriars • 
. apart from th e knowl edge th e only ass istanc e giwn to the 
team was a cl ap from the audi enc e when we wer e near tbe 
answe r . The t eam succeeded in naming all th e Objects with!, 
t he question limit of eac h on e. Some Objects were ea rly 
victi ms to our "Hamiltonian" minds . JfJ.sa Scott got Quel ch ' , 
cane in se v en, and Bob Cherry I a "Hello Hallo Hallo " in three 
1Jilfr ed Devey go t Cla u de Hoskins pi ano pl aying in the seven 
t eenth questio n, end Bob Cherry' s Bi g Feet in nin e , end 
Bunter ' a Spe ct ac l es in thirt een; Mr. Gre!(ory named Coker' a 
Bik e on the fifth ques tion; th e Secretary ·.'lith th e twenti e tl 
question got The Shilling th a t F i shy l ent to Bunte r . 

:10 a ll then pre va iled upon our Cha.irm an t o do s solo an , 
whil st be was out of the room we de cided h i s so lo would be 
" The Blots on Bunter ' s Lin es ". "/ell, J eck Corb et t f ailed 
on t his , but perhaps afte r oll it was r athe r a tough one . 
Anyhow, everybody bed e l o t of fun out of t his game end it 
wi 11 no doubt be jus t as successful next tim e. 

After r ef reshm ent had been pa.seed roun d , t here was th e 
usual stampede to be first s t the sa le s tabl e , and agai n BB 

usual the Magnets wer e in greatest demand, but Gems end 
Sex ton Bl akes showed a steady s a l e too. 

P. L. >.F.LLOR, Secreto ry. 
-~~~ -------~-~--~·----~~~-~ 

OIJl BOYS BOOK CLUB 
Aus t r el se i sn Dre nch 

Th~ fi r st mee tin;; i,;ss he ld s t the Victorie_ n Railwey 
Ins titut e , Melb ourn e, on Fridey evening, August 24t h, 1951, 
with Don 'J icks act i n,; es cho innan. Se ven members, three 
shor t of th e to t al number in this s t ate, wer e pr ese nt . 

Form~l busin ess of the Cl ub was taken first and was as 
follows: The ebo v~ name was tak en for the Clu b , the ori gins 
constitut io n of th & O.B .B.C. was edopted with suitable emend 
menta. :. subsc ri ption of 10/- for f ull members, and 5/- fo 
corr esp onding members was de cided upon, and filll'lly t he 
foll orlng off i cers were e l ect ed. 

Fr ank Ri ch ards , Pr es id en t. 
i~ ewhg~~ ~~~~\e ~~irmsn. 



- 287-
It was als o decid ed t hat t he Clu b sho ul d i ssue e news 

le tt er to members, and in te rest ed pe rs ons, prior t o eac h 
meeting. 

Fonn s l busin ess hsving been conc luded, th a members s ettlo 
down to s gensrel get-together. Copi es of many Aldin e 
Libraries, early Magnets, and Nelson Lees circulated fr eely, 
a particuJ.arly int erest i ng exhibit being about a dozen Magne'-• 
from volume one. · 

Tho meeting closed st 11.15, members voting the evening 
a great su ccess. 

The next meeti.ng is decided for November, the dat e to b, 
fixed end members infonned. Anyone interested is requested 
to get in touch with Rsce l\lathewe, 8 Berrett Str ee t , Hampton, 
s . 7, Vi c toria . ' Phone n 4419, 

(The best of luck, Vi c toria! Mey your numbers 
quickly grow. - Ed. ) 

THE ~LE .sFFilR OF THE 
''NEW ZEA.L..JID LISTENER'' 

By Herbert Leckenby 

Just BB th e September C.D. """ "going to prose" I 
received en air l etter from Geoff Hockley, one of our New 
Zeeland stalwarts . Geoff al.,.,.y s writ es br eezy i nt er esti.ng 
l etters; thi s one was no exc epti on, and on e part of it pertj 
culsrly made me sit up and t ake noti ce. I' 11 quot e it here , 
th en you'll s ee I had r eason. 

11 Now, Herb e rt, f or th e bi g ann ounc ementt Li t tle 
Geoffr ey has got no l ess then a full page in our staid an< 
eminently respectabl e Government-s oonsored "N .z .LISTENER" 
.... . th e offi ci al j ournal of th " N. Z. Broadc as ting Servi , 
, , • , , on the subject of old boys • bock colle c ting! Alon e 
I did it\ Yes s i r, I'm posting you a copy w1.-th this 
letter for your approval! Pl ea se address all congratu
latory messages to 308 Keyes Road ! Seriously though, I'm 
r eally tickled a.bout this, as th e "N.Z . L." i s rather hi gh 
brow, but not only did they devot e a full page to th e 
subj ect but the y actually had an editorial an it l 

Her e 's how it came about~ Some timu sgo I wrot e to 
th e LISTENER editor asking him if he thought th a t an 
articl e on t he subj ec t would be of int t r eet to re aders, 
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and he r eplied ve ry ca u t iously th a t if I care d to eubmi t 
on e, he woul d look it ov er. I duly concoc t ed one and 
s en t it, but it di dn 't quit e ring tl ,e bell (We r egre t ••• 
utc . et c. } So I burnt s ome mor e midni!!ht oil and sent 
anDthe r, which inter ested him, but didn't quit e make th e 
grade •• • my s tyl e wee not quit e suitabl e for a j ourn al of 
tha LI STENEll' II cali bra l However, i f I would p ermit t he 
a rticl e to be used as a bas i s for a r e -writ e by on e of 
th eir lit erary staf f •• ok~l So I told t hem t o go ahead 
and you will s ee the r eaul t in th e copy of th e LISTENER 
I 'm sen ding y ou ~ note bad eff ort, but they mutilated 
my origina l e ffort somewhat , and the guy who r e -wrot e it 
must h av e been a Sext on Bl ake fan in his youth, ea he 
dev ote d a l ot mor e apace to S.B. t han I did in the 
origina l. Anyway the good old C .D. and its rev er ed 
ed itor got so me good publi c ity! Yep, they paid me fo r 
it , too~" 

:1011 , nee dless to say, I waited wi t h kee n antic i pation . 
I hadn ' t to wait l ong , for it arriv ed next day by air mail, 
ct11d IIO'" word , didn I t I ope n my eye s ~ I had been pr e par ed for 
something good but it exc eeded a ll lli)' expecta tions. I only 
wish I could reproduce it e ll bu t th a t• s impossible , so I 
shall have t o expl a in ea best I can . 

The "New Zeel and Li stene r" is very s i mil ar to our 11 RPdi 
Times" and th e greater part of it s f r ont page, .o.ugust 10th , 
cerried f acsimi l es of e "Boys ' Friend" , 11CC.ums11 a::~agnet " , 
0 Dreadnoug ht", "Dime Novel Rotw1-Up11 and scvoral C .D's, 
~ simil ~r to our Annus l 1949 cover. 

Insid:e the.r e we-s e full page four colu m;,13 smell ty-pe , 
with the h&ading "'[)'lo Brothe r hood. of Heppy Hours" ( P.ow apt l ) 
First c~ma reproductions of Len and Josie Packmen' s ~dvert 
in C .D. "Ral ly Round~" et c. and tv:o othe r adverti semen ts. 
Then quot es r oferring to our oc ti vi ti es from E.S . Turne r' s 
" Boye Will Be Boy s" . Fo llowed extracts from C .D • a and ls at 
yea r• s .umual , includi ng quit e half a col umn each f rom artic 
by Charl i e Wri ght and Harry Hom~r· s Confede r ation articl e 1 

also comment s by l!IYSelf Horeover, 7 ilf Darwin' s sketch of 
&ex t on Bl ake adorned the page. Yes ind eed, I coul d be 
pard oned for fee ling proud. 

~d ev~n th at i sn •t all, for es Geoff sa7s 9 th ere was s 
a.rtic!!!L . It was "s ome" l eader, t oo, nQ l ea~ th en 
i n I eul!i~h ~nsn1r ed by our act i viti es , ond headed 



TIil; NEL50N LEE cow, ,11 

Co.nmunicstions to Rober t Bly the , 
46, Carleto n Road, Hol l oway, London, N. 7 . 

AB svme of you ma,y have guessed , my art i cle las t month 
had to be cut somewhat. Nonoal ly , of course , I ohouldn•t 
have menti oned i t. After all , i t •e happened befo r e end 
doubt less will happen again. But t his time Her bert sugge et e 

t o me tha t es tha t which.wee cut cont a in ed the whole point of 
my ar gument, I should inc l ude i t i n this month ' s colu= . 

Naturally I am grateful fo r this , f or it gi ves me t he 

opport uni ty , which I though t I 1 d l os t , t o finish what I want e 
to eey. It wee simply this. 

It was not Roger p~r sonelly I was a tta cking but hie etti 

tu de of mind , which I conside r ed to be totally wrong. .w, lll.8J' 

be expected, my arti cle concerned t he m,lso n Lee, but I would 

l ik e t o meke e ples on behalf of e 11 the ol d papers . Be ope -

~d~~ e!b~ !ht~~;cti ~~n~!df ~~i!c: ht ~e!
0

~~ra: ~~ ;e::::o ~~m:~-

why spoi l their pl easure? .ll.fter all, Bi l ly Bunter WBS not 
the only character to e!l!USe us in our yout h . So fo rg et your 
pr ejudices . Have your favourite pape r end sing its prais es 
by el l means, but t ry to unders tan d why other pe opl e pr ef er 

othe r papers . And for those who belong to th e various c l ubs 
don ' t l ot th e name "Old Boys • Book Club" become a cisnomer. 
They ar e not 111.!agnet Clubs" , ttNe:l so n Lee Clubs" , "Sexton Blake 

Club s", or arcy" othe r , .:.fter el l, it does , or i s meent to , 

embrace all types . 
Having got t hat off my ches t et l est , let •s returu t o 

the Nel son Lee once more . 
++++++ 

~ome time ego Herbert passed on to mo a l ett er he had 

received f r om Henry Stablos of Br adford . I v1ould ha vo liked 

to have included 1 t when I was t al ki ng abo ut the Boys ' Res-lm 

some montha ago , but hadn ' t the ap ace . 
It ' s sn excerpt fro m an Editorial Chat in the Boys ' Reslm 

(No.}2} 2nd Series 1929) and is revealing , in asmuch es it mus 

be th e f ir st time on r ecord (Herbert agr ees with me here) t he 
en edi t or has ever admitted that ce rtain s t ori es have not bee 

as good as the y could have been. ~sin , i t 's a pat on th e 
beck fo r Brooke , 



"~l, .. LCO!.!E BACK TO ST .F'RANX' S i 11 

"I sc qui t o sure tha t you will join me thi s week in 
giv1.ng s has rty welcom o to th e boys of St .Frank's on the 
return to t he Ros lm after• long absenc e . 

" Mor e particularly, per haps, you will be pl eased to 
we l come th e work of Edw:y Searles Brooks, who hes not 
written f or us for years, True it is not so very long 
s inc e we heard abo ut th ese St,Franlal boy s, but it is s 
conside rs bl e ti.me sinc e we heard about th em f rom Ur .B 
And tha t, l e t me t e ll you, makes a ll th e difference. 

"Edw:y Sea rles Brooke, in oth11r words, i e THE autho r 
· of St .Franks stories. Re it is who t e lls about th em ae 
no-on e else c an . Tha t is why I am so trem en dously 
pl eased to h ave sec ure d his s ervi ce s aga in fo r th e Realm. 

Ther e ie e bit more in th e same strain, but I have quot 
enough to sho w that her e , ot least, among A.P . editors WBS o 
who app r ec i ated Br ooks Pt h i a tru e wort h. 1'/hat a pity it 
wasn't hu who too k over th e Nelson Lee f ro m Mr . Msy, instead 
of Alfr ed Edga r! 

++++++ 
In these days when e quiz is considered en essential p 

of &rilf club's proc oedinge , it hes occurred to me that you 
might care to ge t your t eeth into on e or two r eally s ticky 
qu estions conc erni ng th e Nels on Lee . I'm no t off ering Brilf 
prizes for th e answers (You ' ll ha ve to wait wi t il I wine 
l e t divid end on the pool s fo r the t ! ) but if' en;y of you c ar e 
to write gi viilg tho answer s, I ' d be only too gl ad to hea r f 
you. The resu lt s, tog eth or with t he answer s, wi ll be given 
next mont h . Her e we go t h en. 
1) ':/hat was Lord Do=iemo r e • s nickn eme for Nelson Lee? 
2 ) \'!hose brothe r wee a f amous a irman ? 
3) "/hich R~covit a f i rs t ~ed ~ hie ap pea r ance in a pape r o t her 

than tho Nel so n Lee? 
4) What was th e name of tho ca pital of Umlosi ' e native count 
5) Who wee Simon Sneyl e ? 
6) mi s t was t he ul ti.mote fa t e of "Fort Res olut e"? 
7) At which school ·Nere Hendi'orth, Church end McClure before 

t hey came to St ,Franks ? 
a) In whi ch story did Iren e & Co. f irst make th eir 9pp ee r enc 
9 ) m,ich wee t he fi r s t s t ory to introduc e Lord Dorriemore 

and tJmloei ? 
10) Thn r1 l,!f}e ~ .. ~t .Franks hes four s id e . ~ i a it cal l a 

? 
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will cause e spo t of h ead scratching! 

It' s some ti.me now since I geve any lists of s erials and 
titles. lae'tt'~. in fact, so it's t ime we hed some more. 

He.re we 1JO then, -
O.S. No's 495-490, The Green Triangle's Prisoner. By Brooks? 

491-496, Th e Re turn of Jim the Penman. :a, Brooks ? 
497-502, The Hollowdene Manor l()'stery ( Eileen Dare) 
~5'1:2, '1'he Invisible Grip (Zingrave) By E.S. Brookl 
513-518, The Lost Opal, by William MtuTey. 
537-552, The City of Marks (Saxton Blake & Tinke r ) 
557-567, The Calcroft Case, by Sidney Drew. 

1st N.S. No's l-20,The Rollicking Rovers, by :::olin Collins. 
26-42, Sons of the Men of Mons, by Rog er Fowey , 

(pe n name?) 
(Reprinted in Boys• Friend 4d.Lib. 

2nd Ser. No. 142 by Alfred Edge r .) 
43-61, The Buried World, by Lio n el Day. 

(Rep. B.F. 4d Lib. 2nd Ser . No .1 62) 
· Now the title s: - 1st New '3eri es . No.181, The "/hip Hand; 

182, The Thief1 18}, The Living Gun 184, By Order of the 
Tong; :185, J!u Chang the Terrible; 186, The Pe r i l of the Yel l<'• 
Msn1 187, Handforth's Girl Chum1 188, The Ghost of Travis 
Den e; 18'?, The Peril of the Haunted Room; 19 0 , The '1orst IlOJ 
in the School; 191, The "Sports" of St.F r anks; 192, His 
Honour at St ake ; 193 , Bound by a Promise; 194, The Fel l ow 
Who Won. 

End of lat New Se ri e s 

2nd New Series 
l, Rogu es of th e Green Tr i ang l e ; 2 , The Triangle of Death; 
3, The t.wn Who Vaai shed; 4 , s .o.&.; 5, Th" House of Pe tt e rl1g 
Fe et; S, Dsc c8 the Dev il Dwarf; 7, Th e City of Hi dden Dt"eed ; 
a, Th e Pit of Terror; 9, The Two-headed Vi p er ( By Rob ert 'V. 
Comra de, one o f Brooke ' s pen -n ames); 10, The Fatal Wager (By 
Robert W. Comrade; 11, Th e Nl.j,:ht Raide rs; 12, Withou t Trac "; 
1 3 , The King of · Kidnsppers ; 14, Th e Riddle of th e Min e . 
(Nat e: ..lll these 2nd New Se ri es we re det ecti ve st ories. ) 

EX:CIIJJiGE: Magne t s 693 , 704, 705, 7o6, 707, 737, 738 , 739. 
Nel s on Lees 229, 231 , 232, 234, 235, 236 ; for Rookwood 
Schoolboys Own Libraries. Gordon Thompso n , 85 Deerpark Road, 
Be lf as t , Nonh ern Ir e land. 
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LETTER BO X 

The Battle of St .Fr anks 

(1) "St r e thmor e , Town Hall Road , 
Dea r Editor, Havant , Honts . 

Though I should perhaps f ee l flatt er ed by the minute 
scrutiny Bob Blyt he hes r;ive n to Df:t arti cle in the SPC, I 
must correc t a f ew of the inferences he has drawn from i t. 

First of a ll , I have reed e ll the St.Fr ank ' s stories in 
the Schoolboys ' ·awn Li brary (some , however, not since they 
were first published). Iu. t hough t he~ were only a few holi
days in imaginary forei~ countries , they occ upi ed from 7 to 
10 School boys I Owns • Secondly . I still maint a in that most o 
th e othe r stories had B det ec tiv e e l ement - for instance, 
'.\'hen ~ ingl e ton, Goodwin, en d Levi aITiv ed a s nc·;; boys , they 
al l immedi ately bec ame involved with crooks . It was this 
incess ant harping on the criminal e lement t ha t s poile d · the 
stories for me, even ·.vhen I r ead t horn as e boy. 

I' Cl. sorry I can ' t remember who first made the remark 
about Handfort h minor. But does it mctter? I worded the 
sentenc e in that manner to avo i d seemi ng to t ake th e credit 
for en i dee which was not 11\Y own, t hough of c our se I agr ee 
wit h i t. 

Fin a lly , I must epo l ogise if any collector has t aken 
offence . · Never theless , I th ink many oe opl e will egr oe with 
me that en ounce of adv~rs~ cr it i cism enliv ens our hobby fa r 
mor e th en a p ound of undilut ed prai se. 

Yours sincerely, ROGER J "£!0CINS. 
-----· ------------------------- ------
(2) 
D&e.r r..a. Editor , 

Grove Road , Surbi ton. 
15th Sep tembe r , 1951. 

1,1y good fri end, Bob Blythe, in his Nels on Lee Col umn of 
your Sept ember issue, refers to on e chap who had some 
seething r emar ks t o say conc erning Nelson Lee and af t erwords 
admitted that he had never r ee d a St .Frank ' s story. 

The esp fits, and I f ear I must wear it. But, if Bob 
r ea lly r efers to me, he pa ints me a little worse thsn I em. 
It ap pears es tho ugh I condemned the St.Franks ' f are without 
ever s ampling cny . l\y ectual meaning wes that I did not 
roosll ever re ad ing a Nel son Lee story from end t o end. I 
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f requ ently attemp ted to r ead . one , b..-t c.ouid never get suf
fici ent ly int ere st.eel to cerry on to the finish. 

I freely admit th a t thi s may have been due to rrf;f poor 
t este and not to Sn;/ lac k of ~ ali ty in the st ory. 

It is no sec ret that I wes no admire r of the work of 
Mr.E.S.Brooks, but, also, I em not kee n on Si r qelte r Scott 
who is B delight to people of f er gr eet er intellig enc e th en 
myself . 

Mr.Brooks has a great following, which i s an undoubted 
proof of the excellence of his work. Jey taste wss merely 
not attuned to it. That's alll It's a good thing that we 
do not e ll like end think in the same way. \'/hats dul l 
world it would be if we did( 

Yours s inc er ely, ERIC FMllE. 

The Big Scoop 

TIIE Nm ZE.U...JlD LISTENER , 
115 Lsmbton ~ . 

Well ington C.l, N. Z. 
Dee r Mr. Hockl ~y , 4th September, 1951. 

I em very glad to know that th e articl e "Brotherl: ood 
of Happy Hours" eroused so much int erest. We have had 
several inquiries ourselves end I had already gained th e 
impr ession th a t the feature had been wid ely noticed. 

I em sending you 15 copies of th e issue containi ng th e 
article. 

I understand that the serial "Bil ly Bunter of Breyfri an ' 
is produced in 11.ustr s li a end beyond th at I heve no infom s tiqn . 

Deer Editor, 

Yours f a ithfully, 
M.H. Holcr ef t, Editor, :f.Z. Listen er . 

Like School House - New House 
27 Jchdsl e Roeli , Eest Dul wic h , 

I.ugust 22nd . 

I was vastly ti.ckl ed by Pe t er Mellor' s claim that Mid
land was th e premier O.B.B.C . , and I guess i t would c euse an 
amused lifting of eyebrows in North ern, too . It reminded 
me of 'Wally D 1 .u-cy' s cheekiness toward s his el ders . Still, 
there's no hard feelings . Good luck, Birmingham. 

Yours . 
LEONARD PJ.cKMi,N. 



Deer Mr. Lecke nby, 

Such is Fame~ 

Ruth Campbel l Willi ama , 
470 ~e lt er s Road , 

Chagrin Fal l s , Ohio , USA. 

Brit i sh Informati on Service s in New York suggeste d 
th a t I writ e y ou and ga ve me your address . 

I am inte r es ted in obtaining both information end 
photographs of t he following : 

Doll e which ere s uppo sed to be portraits of 
Queen Victoria , both ol d end cont empor ary . 

Doll s, both old an d new , made of wood. 

Can you he lp me? 

Sinc ere ly your s, 
RUTH VIILLIA!.fl . 
(Mrs . Char l es A. \'lilli sms) 

(To my chagrin I ca m ot he lp Mrs. t/ ilfi ams. Can any one 
else obli ge? - H.L . ) 

FOR DI SPOSAL: 10 S .0. L' s (St .Fra nks ) Gems Nos . 1035, 1054. 
Magn et s, 1645 , 1650 end 1656 . N. L. L' s (old ser i es) Nos . 226 , 
234 , 235 , 387 , 388 , 4u3 , 421 , 433, 434 , 438 , 478 , 483 , 501 , 
510 . Pl ccso writ e B. D. i!olt , British Lega t ion , 
Reykj avik , Iceland . 

URGEl'TLY '.7ANTED: l/el son Lee Lib r ari es Ol d Seri es 1915 - 1920 
tlos 1, 4 , 6, 7, 11 , 12, 14 , 15, 16 , 17, 22 , 27, 30 , 31 , 34 , 
40, 42, 46, t,9, 50 , 51, 53 , 59 , 60, 62, 61\, 65, 66 , 67 , 68, 
69, 71, 72, 73 , 75, 76, 78 , 82 , 84, 85, 86 , 88 , 92 , 102, 10 3 
I ec willing to pey any pr ice for t hes e or wil l exchange 
Ol d Seri es Nelson Lees at the r a t e of 3 i ssues f or each one 
of above Nos . I ha ve s ome 400 i ss u es fo r ex change; als o 
em pr epar er\ to exch ang e Union J a cks, before 1925 , en d fi r st 
Ol d Se r ies Sexton Bl akes f r om my own collection for any of 
above is sues. J . R. Murt agh, 509 Sel1vood Road, Hast i ngs , 
Hew Zealand . 

LATE NE'iS: 11e deo pl.y regret t o announco tho 
death of John Madere.ft. He JE.Seed away as th e 
resul.t of a heart-at"t!3,ck on 25th ~J!1jember. H.l 
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OC'i'O;;;:;n 1 95 1 . 

7h o idea DI a Saxt on Dl a;ka Conve nt i on doos not , as 
,.,t , .soan to hev e c roe. t ed u grou t dea l of i nt erest . L'p to 
the t ime of = it ing I ha ve onl y had ono collJ:llent on t he 

JJUgge sti on ap art !'l·ou, one in a gre ement fr om my co- edi t or , 
.ancl th at ,~ s fr om I.ir. Char l es 1J'riz}It. o ! Green l7ich . ~re 

s:,;ys : "'I 'IXlS most i nterested in the idea of a ill.ek e 
Comrenti on as s et 0 1.-t in '.lLAJ:I ;"jiA. L:y rd.r e and I r.ould 

ho pe t o t al: e part , bot h beinc 3J.a1'e enthu d. e.st s . Arre.n{ling 
tho t ime and venue is t he most di ffi c ul t part no a gr ea t 

mnny of our manber s go o ut to bu s ine s s so I sup!)ose i t 
m uld bo a rrook- end . In tho ovem. of one of t he m ooti ngo 

boi.ng in Londo n, t ho ab ove nd<lros B' is ul ro y s uvuil:ib le the 

SE!Dle as i t is fo r O. D. 5 . C. meetings . :i:o'f."8V er , I hop e the 
.:D.ukaito s can co t togeth er and forn ul ate :i p r ocrommo throu(:j 
the .LlcJciu no. s oc t io n o~ t ho c. D .. 11 

On behnlf of :,ll t hDso in t oa·ostod in t :10 forr.in t i on of 
,i lll3k e or gam.sntio n I ,,o uld l ike to t hunk l r , Wr i dl t for 
hia kind of f er to :ias emhLo ut ;io . 1 2 Aohbu r nham ? l uc s in 

Clro.on\1ich . I~ \".le auccecd in ou r ef fo rt s l J.~. and L..rs. ·.triv . 

11il.l be most '70lcor.i& to t h e ci r cle.. NoVJ, hou nbout so me 
J:10rc eorr o.spo n dono o on -th e oubj ect . 

t. l ong and moot i m eI"o::ting l otto r comoa from our 

st ar Triter ".fe.lt or :/eb b . ,; o c.neue r s " c ouplo of o t her 

:ll.c.k o enthusinsts and snys s "It \"U3 rrith oanc surprise 

that I r oe.cl Lr . A. I'.. Syke s of Sot rthpo r t ' s l ettor of indi .;-

nc.t io n r ocnr.di..n.g i:e r b ert L0111nx ( p en namo ''<:UXwol l ") d10m I 
st a ted a s por h:ips boing ot: l:oxi c :, n ori gi n in vi ou o f hi o 

he rlng such a surname ; c.nd mi.l et. :ii.:rooing t hat ' Lo= ' i s 
nat uncClllli"On up llorth I t h inlc I om corr oct i n stn ting t ha t 

1n both ,; exi oo :ind Spain tho nano is in avon mor o Ttideep r ond 

use . I do not pr ct en 4 to kno u much ubou t ;. oxi co and i t ' o 

!)oo;,los , c.pu: t tram ma t I h:wo r c:,d :,bou t t h am, but havo 

obsorv od that v c.r i ous aut ho rs , dlc n. !b.vin g oc canio n to i n

v oduco a l.oxi cnn or Spc.nish ch c"°u~ or in to t hoi r S'tor io e 
i.nvnr i r.bly mak e us o of such n:snos a s "Gomez ", "Lopo :a nnd 
"Lomax"• I.:£ tho l nt t or i.s not u fcJJi li ar n~o in Loxi co 
:tt s c ams odd th ::t m-1.t or s sho ul d ch oo oo it o.s " n<Sllo f or on 

of t heir cln r n c:tor s . "'Jhz.'t su.a:::oct cd to a o th i~t pe:rho.ps 



·;c rb ort Loir .x ·..r.c o;~ ~i(;i n ,.nz th~ fa ct th .:t -~ ~ - - 1 
~rontto t ll:...t country , r co ~ nab ly t o l i v e , f..:,r · .i1o n he lc :rt th e o 
~o r os h o no vor r ot ur nod; ~nd I can :1ot il.: ~\ i.;.no c.ny oa.~, u.11-
l oss u."ldor v ery ox c cpt i ori.c.1 ci rcta':'i.stc.n c os, be ho of puro 
Engl i sh bi rt h , doni ri ng t o sot tl c dou i i n u fore i gn c ountry 
l iko i~ox ico, \'.'flcr c tho condi ti on s , bo t h no ci al nnd cl il!l:.:t io 
er e e.t s u ch vn ri ~nc o ,.:i th our o,·.n .=- ~:r. 5Yk o s sccra s to hl. v o 
dotc ct od c. sort of sl ur up cn t ho J..on= ' s of t ho ilorth in 
my a rti cle , d'li ch , I c ::n a5:: uro him , Yt:13 no t int e nded . 
To Derck ~:-or d ' s que ry t o t ho eff e ct th~ t h e is sur e I r:m ct: 
bo I i nsi d e r ;:.t i'l c ct Y.1£\Y :!o ns o, I u u~t gi v e u r:.og.:,,ti v o r epl y , 
nl t hou :@J.i e l ot o f ny i nf o nno.ti on :10.s c ouo i'!-oc t hu i nsi do .. 
For t h e r e st i t h o.::; bee n de ri ved .fr CD ::i. d e ep ro sc r.rch i nt o 
t he p o.po r n d .1i ch Jr. vc fcn t t'.rCd l~l nko ::uch n n t h o tr.:IQ.i-~ J .\C:: , 
JQ',."1 s i:....:i~U.,D, l.A.Lf1 S ... ~~L .. !D, et c.. I h:.iv cqqi. t o :l u ~oful 
co ::..li..c+,io :1 o f t h e Sc.xton 31::Jcc p ~p or s, br i ef d ot o.i l s of oµc :1 
b.)inc : 3~1 :~-C. U . J 3, 457 pi:11< COY red l d . . r:d l } d i ::t'":UC~, 

SC,~ i... ... lourc C:. CvV \..:rs , ~lll t h c :.1otcc1.i v o \:'cokl i o ::: but t he 1 .:-.st 
do zen ::11d !.--87 ) • .J.L s . I boc:..ir.:c ~ .:31:i.kc cnt :1u::i u rrt on ::u::o 
;:v, 1 9::'.6 · ~1cn ~ imp:)Cnod to cor.io l:i po::;ooa:.;i on of' t hv :::tory 
crr!:i t l - d ···~o·. ·, y ot o:y o!'t ho i<: ol:ctl ;.~ (;i ciun " ( U. J . i!o. 1 ~ 7) 
"'.:1c: !, :, ·':' ('(Jen !':".vinr: 'r ck !"l'U.lb crs Y: cr si nce . 1:.·.vv1..i:it-: 
Jlc!c o t~ut:1or c ··.:~ t he order gi v·on c..r o C. ;1. Tee d , Lorr.i..& 
J~.ck~o :--i, Ho'x r t : :urray , t1oo. E .. Roc!1oct or . Fnvou r i t o ::c.ri o 
t: 1c Loo:1 : .. cot r ol yc.r n o. !lc cont l y h~d u l i t t l e bi t o f in -
fo r r.::..-.tL ... n · hi ch "ill l>o of i~ t c.r .... st ta ~:.11 Ill.:-.ko fol :_,,t..::i·o- 
t :lc .:in !i·:·or t o t !l c (!UO::rti.on no t o ·.ho r.~s t ho t:10 :::;t r,vpu l:::.r 
J l ci~ c n ut:1or c f nll ti; .o . In r crily to ::ovcrcl qt :or i c s I 
::i_ ..... _Co , r.n edito r ":"~1o has !Htbli sh ed r-.bot..-t 800 ::iorl on Bl nl :o 
at c r io s ·Jiil st i n cfi' i co , t ol d r:.o t h~t by p9 !)ul c.r vo t e 
Robert ;,ur ;.·r,.y ' s i.;to ri o3 rroro t! 1c uo:.-t ::;ou g!1t uf t or by hi o 
ro ::.cicr s , ·.i th C,·,~rn :::v: .. n s i n ;::cco nd pl ~c 1:>. ? op cl.;.r u s ho 
,c s , ho·.:cvor , n cb ort ~-urr oy Y::..'. G =:l· .r.ya n big h co.dac l10 to l1i s 
odi to rs ( a.,d ho ro -Ct'. i.'1 O\,yn : v~:is 1.:,.0 a goo d se co nd) fo.r h o 
vary ofte n f c-.ilo d to ourr cn dor hi 3 c Oi.JY i n t ir.10 fo r pu b-
lic dio n , ·.lii ch is v er y pr obc bly t ho r c~oon ,J1y Gil bort 
Ches t er h.cd t o fi !'li o.'1. of f t ho Co:i.fodor .::.t io n crto r ios \",::is hu e!:: 
in 1 926 . !::c!lt \·,i:;.1.03 o.nd co nti ~ucd n c c o:::: t o Bl d ci o.na . ·11 

'li1 ... :llc y ou i"/::ilt cr ! or n l :es t into rcs ti.;1g l ot t or o.nd I 
hop o Dor o!: rc rd ,.;ill bo sa tim'i ct.l r: it h t h o ai :1Gido " i :1~or i.J.:.".t on 
an t he ~ut '.!or of tio ur-.ny •fi nc 3l akc ~ rt ic l c.s . n.:~.B. 



:EXTOl! 3LAJ(E Ill IP.;.;LA!!D. 
M ll Ji JI .I !l MM r-::-i."":";~HHt-;~~-::""*** 

by Jn.tlOG Dccs oy . 

I !1avo only r oa d t uo Sext on filak: o s t ori c:l i n d: ic h 
I r ol und app oar e. Tho first "Soxto n B1ak o i n 1'; ol cnd" r,:i s 
p ubl is 1od i n th o Union Ja ck llo . 18 2 ( ~ocond s ~ ) in 
1907 . Having :,,ITi v ed t o spend a h ol i dny i n C-Ou.-rty Cl or o, 
Dlko so on a?!)osos I.:r~ l: c~ dd , t he l ocn.l. l a ndl o rd, bo~ ~usc 
of h i o t yr an:u. cal tr oa 1nont of hi o t onnr rtu~ lllc.k o 
brin gs <>bout t h o ot her ' s dornfal l by h i s dioco vo ry t :1ut 
Lc ~ dd has de fr aud ed t ho Rov c nuo 0 £ l o.rg o 3 u::a o f uon oy 
t: ,r ough h:,vi ng rh iskoy p r od uc ed ut his di ut ill ory pc ooo d 
a s "pr oo f'" d 1or c-as i t ,ins n uc!.1 ~-'oovo t !1at . In n y 
opi ni on th e s tory •-a.s noto ,JCrt by bocn u ao i t tr ee.ts Ir ol u11d 
c.nd i t s p eop l e se ri ou sly . The st a t o dosc r i bcd of t h o 
t onn.nt s , i s t r ue r of t en or fi t't oon yo~r s oa.rli or . With 
th o turn of th> centu ry ~nd bv f or o o. gran t ir.lp r ov cacn t 
bognn to t d,o pl c,co i t n:w j us t :::s irt ato d in tho yorn . 
I t i ~ t h e o~tl.y !:tory \-,hi ch I r ecolle ct cocing a e r o so o f 
Bri t i sh or /.r.cr i co.n ru t horcl1 ip , f"roo \.h i ch t !~ t ovc r ,:or kod 
1 :rt ~go Iri3ll ' i o abson t. Por lnp s i t' s onl y dofo c"t is 
t hc.t i t ccr,h ,:.siso o t h o c;oodnoo a 0£ Saxt on ::J..ako o.:id t ho 
Iri:,h ·poo!Jl c a bi t too uu ch . I n ge n crnl it ic " f'ino 
sto ry. Th o s econ d 1 11Ctr~c • ,·.ns pu bl i o:hod in t ho U. J . in 
19 26 . 3lclc o is :loidn~.!):JOd on t he or de r s of Pe t er tho 
Spido r :,n d pl::,c cd c,bocr d a ship bou.-id for Dubli n . Of f 
t !10 W.i.cl:::l ow coast ho ooca.po a a.!'ld snio a n.shoro . Socn 
:1.ftcr l ::.ndin g he s cc o tuo ncn buryin g C'.rua . One of t'. la.'1 
sc.y s ( in ct: g; o I r is h ) th :.:t ho •.,ould pr < fo r tho o l d Royul 
Irish Coni:rtnb ul :-.ry to t! 10 ncv; Civi c Gu.. .... rd a.s tl~cr ,,o r o 
t oughe r op r,onc.nto . R.:-.thcr ind i cit ivo of tho ~ tho r' o 
opin i on 0. Af't or, .~;.r d a ho cn count cr c t !10 ~ ido r btrl i a 
=b lo to c :,pt ur o h i.t:l. On ox-riv.:u. in Dublin h o is 
r c coiv od by u not -to o- i ntolli gcnt s 1.4>cr i nt ondo nt . That 
eo nc lu doa th o I r id.l p::,rt oi't ho s to ry. '111i c t ill> Dl :iko 
io ~: vory di ff or ont typ o 0£ r.inn . Ho i s ou ch col de r an d 
h:::ro or and ~Jdn t o the do t ccti v o of t o- da y. I r cl@d 
sorv oo uc r ol y "" u b:lckgro und t o h i s fi gh t ur;d. ns t t ho 
SPid or, in d10 0 he is alo n e in t c r ost od .; Ho do oc no t 
tcl~o c.?,Y n.otic o of th o s c c:i cry as in t h<.. oldo r :rtu :a."')'. 
: -'".nl' oi'tho difforollc on r:cy b e :::t t r i but od t o t ho !)no:::-.go of 

but ,-.rit hnl it i c !!ot i :1 t l~o ac.i..:c c~togoi-y o. o t !1 o :f'lr:.. 



-.-.-.-.-.-. -.-.-.-. -.-. -.-. . -.. . -.-.-... . . -.-.-.-.-
,C'L."'Pto r Fbur• 

· A cho.ra.ctor ..-~ho \".0.8 broui;1.t in to t hoso o:.."l.rly Bl$ o 
sto ri os in sup :,ort of t h e gro ::,t datoctivo, o.nl , ho on
j oy ed a good u oc.=o of pppul.:.rity for o. tiuo, rn s Dct 
octiv c ""/i ll Spc:,ring an ox-Sc otl e.nd Yo.rd off icial. ~ Al
t hough l: .rk Ik>.rr o.11 i o boliovod to h ClVe cr catod Spouring 
such i c:1ot qui t e t he cas o; for it has b oon expl ained 
t o u o th ~ t t ho t".:iin idoo fo r t ho ch::u-actor r.us ~/il li OJJ 
De.ck '•, d1 0 got I:crr on t o intro duc o hiD in to his !llcl<o 
st ori oo, A ll cc.vil y- buil t r.:an , dth th G st r cni;th nnd 
cour~g o of t:. li on; yot t ho t~ cs · woro r.mny ,·.hon ho 't"J:l.D 

of i nveJ. U'.lblo :,osirl nne o to Soxt on lll cko , Econor.:y of 
spcc c!.1 \ r.!S an ou1~ci. ng fo :..1turo ot' t ho o,c-ynrd nnn ' a ta !:o 
up -- he , ·oul d l!ov cr u:io t ~o or noro ·1xirds -.·.h on ono 
r.oul d :3J ffi c o.; l:ia opccch rins crisp , his i:m.nllor torso, 
:'.lnd brusque to th o ~oi trt of inpo lit onoss ; in coo pa.ri son 
to Bl :,J: o' s ,:uiat ly aut :, or c.t ivo air , .Jponrin gs m s l oudly 
of fi ciou s. I n 1:::.1:ty ~o::;pccts ho ,,:-:.o .Jl.1.!ila r i n typo 
to tho unn ·:l :o, i n t ho t,ot-oo - dist e.nt i'~turo ,.co to supo 
rtiodo hit: ns D1akc 1 a clos e st of f i ci: .l friend , rn ud. y, 
Dot cctiv o In spe ct or Coutts , of t ho C, I , D, Svotl. .,rd Yard . 

· Riva.l l ing Spo....- i11g i n populari ty r,cro t ho so vory 
ot t r c.ct i vo ch c.r;:ictors , Lobangu t ho Zulu chio f c.bd Si r~ 
Ric hn rd Los d. y, i nt r oduced by Cecil !l"yto r in "'.!'.lo Sl o.vo 
;_;r J:ot" ( li . j . :,o, 171) publi chod 26th J " :ucry 1907 , 
Thor e i • p l mty o f ovi doa co to show t hut Cocil H,v tor 
knocked a b:mt t ho •::orl d :: ':>it in his two; yat, c.ccor d in g 
to th e editor rho publ.i cl1od llio l ast li t cr o.ry ofi"orte in 
tho u.J., l!c,Ytor 1:no,, ve,·y little abo ut Af'rian , o.11d ncvor 
vi oi tod th at contin ent one o in hi e lifo ~ il:.: il t on ~ -rda 
d1 0 kn cu 11:,yt or r1oll, p ubli 0:1od a go.:,d doal of t ho ,rl '.:or s 
wark , both i n the p~co z of the B. F. :-.nd in t ho Iloy ' 3 
Jlor '-\ld; · ',11or .:, once ,,n so od bct ,-100" t hw , cdi ~r and aut hor 
a very int or octing l et ter in d1icll J;nyt or dosc rib oa 
3or.:o t hril li ng i nci dcrrto in hi e ~dv onturouo l if e . 
Educo.ted c.t n:, cn.oy, th e :u t hor confoc ood to :1n ving ,ipcnt 
n l ot of h i n ti o o i n ro· i ng , r nCquata , f v:,tbc.11, :;,.nd t!to 
d cvico of cl c.bor at c bocby-1:r cp s~ 
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Int~ .:."; 'i>r t· 11..zy , 1::...;.t :~ ... rt cd :.:t,.-10 -. !. i c ~1 :.: <t:. !:i r. st ,:,ric.::: 
~,..,, . . t·~1· .c·i;.i vc tc, ;.• :·.J. , ::-:y t v:· c ,.;:1t i: m l i.!.t 

11 
• • •••• T:: ,:,i · . : ·.-:'.c :1. ~;·:\ ni 't: l i:,cL!i..:;:"t c .:::·.:: ... ctt.U 
•'i t h :..1. :;ot.l~ · ;.:tci· bot ~.10 ;".:1d ~ .:;..".o ~:tovo . '11: o 
r : ~::l ting c x;, l . ~;i c,n ~,1 ~~: o L>t :-. rrt ~·.i ;1c .. : ~ ~a s 
\ ,'l.:i l:~ ·.r, ::i. . t fi r e t o :.:ci-:t.. o : J: !):.n(:l:i nc , .:.·.i1<.: 
•'J(.::t tho J'U'.~ or :'.:?C ::!.n Cccl: !:: .l;f '.!:'.y •. c.-vca 
t! l C'l cl :·\ ::;::r vc:::. -.;: : :l !1~ 1 .=:~:Ld , :.t ;.::."_; : .o at l !" 
on ~, i~ ::c~:d . .. s - . ::ofi:wl , t · .J fi ,,.c.,~h .to 
-.-.-oro 'brokon , :tot c :1 :~y ho:-.d , 'i:lt rt -- · : 11, ~ s 
I ~;r.i cl b c i'o r c, ~t ·.~·.::; ~- v ... ·;.·!~ ;:::-:.i: 1f t·l L1ci ,:on t . 
:~t ir.:t.c:·v-:-.ls I :-"t: . .:i ~~ .. ~ :;cicnc o . I t 1:i:~: t :., ~r 
h:..·d to bab uill~ t! 1c l :.!Nr . :to ry ~f t o r I l c...:i.'t. I 
c:-.ll t~: :t: ; : :)~ c.:<::_)l ~!l h·o c r o.' '• 

·.:it:1 ~:i •· s ch..:. li ~··.:·~ .:,·c,r ·· ·.y·tc: · s ot ; ut vn ]1is -tr :-.vd a 
··.::..:. c o~- c nt in s: on "';o; :<. c :..rll• ir4ci J:::n't s oi' ::ic :.<lvc::t-.a"o\.: o 
c ~.r r.: r h :-.d t; 1i ~ -'.;o :xi.y ; 

11 
••••• L··.tcr vn I ... :-.::: :?o .. rl y S:~ot by 1". ::'lor iJc . 
c :-.·.c!:c 1· (co· ,:boy)i: 1 :..:i;.rt:--.l:o fo r :.:;1 .. l l i ~:.:tor . 
'l'l: . . t ·. : : I: ::..n c,.cci <lont . i-.i1otl?or ti.i. :i .:::: I · :-.s 
:,c ,'.rly S.;o t !'or r '"~1l y :i.·a.1.rkin g t:1.:'.t "· c :·.::nw.l 
:.cqu ~ i :rt~1 c o ~:r.~ :tl :::-:c.~ .. J l co<.!. in hin . I 
t l ~"'.nt no h :·rtl , ·)-..:t :1,: t ovk it u!1l:i !1c!ly . ·- :.i.a 
t i: .:o th o ::,:.1..-; · ting ·:. :; :10 :·.o:.i ..!~nt, J t:t l~c , .-::'.!l .:. 
b. d :-:::.,.;,t 11

• 

c ... c5.l : •.:·-t c l" t 0 n J ?10 occ:i. ~~-c :1., :""".i l: :.:. v~·;i t to t a.::. 
.:5o. .i o lo Iud i ::Hs , :. ::o:--. rl}- oxti11ct r :: co, ~.:1 t!io ~'V d".:;1~:Jo 
3· :u-.ips, ~:1: .. : · l: i l :rt th c=-o ·.:cnt .1""to:.· :~:-.:-:t:! t-r . ".1.'o c:t~o-tc 
tho :-.ut l!o rs 

"• . .... Inci ~~o ;:t ~·-ll y, th e: :> r.th .. r , .. u:;.t .. i'to1· r.10, 

;:-::j , ·.-c i :ot ~o co t o <t.:: so on n :>i t c~l ,: r! : :iit}1 t 
i :1 r . ..,,,_"tch of ; ::;.n~ovo . ;.:o , ·ore 00t h : :i r~1ty 
b..--:. Jly · s c :-.rc-d l I .. ~ro~ :>c<.! ~ :y riflo, :. o..'.ro: >:.) '- .J 
hie t .·.il, r·.:1 d \'.'C':,:-:rt otl i :1. <liff c ;: l.'.::t , . .".i r cction s . 

ot c ~7~i:!cL c;1 c .J or t· 'icc i ~ t ~10 ; o:~i c .. :1 1.'.ulf' , 
~.:ld •Jnc c ... iv cC b:. :: t; ..:m t ::r~ of ,~ .;:;~rl: - - : .y 
:i•.::-:: _;:o , ~.·.:t I ,::~,~1: ' -t -~. it ":o ::.:;,C'l cc i. ·.: 11

• 



~ l l or'l..n.g scvar:tl trips l:hi ch t oo l;: t h e :--.uth or :,r:.cti cc.lly 
~l over ~ uropo, h o ,·c nt llorth ·.:ith o _Pol ar o~ odi: i on, 
-.•.n<l i n t h o conp·'.ny of hi ~ fr i end , c • ..,. Cutcl i -4,.f o ~-lyno, of 
"C:-;·:itn.in ::o-t':l ou f.:teo , ho t rncp od =:.cr os s L.".pl ~.11d f ror:i th :, 
Vc.r ;,,;,;or Fjio r d t o th o Botlm ir .n G~r c. rou t e :" roly if 
ovor t r r.vol l od bcf oro in sut:i.:cr tin o. Co:t ·:cntmg on t h o 
tri p ::c.y t or had t h is to soy, 

11 ••••• It 7.it'.~ ~ n ll k o f oct..l.ot hi ng ov er n t~1ouc ""'.nd 
a il os c.nd '7 0 ,, ere no ut ly st::irvod, n s:inl l t in 
of cocon , n t i n o f biscuits o.nd. c.n occa 3i on.~.l. 
docc.y o~ i:i'1.'1 hc.v ir1g to l r.s-t u s both fo r pr att y 
, .-ell h o.lf t h o trip". 

In add it i on t o ho.v in g t r c.vc ll oC: uxt on s i v c ly, C ci l '.Ic.yt or 
h..1.d ::-:.r.ny ot her int cro sts , o s rrit no~z t ho fol l or:i n& cou...:cn ta 
fr O".J hi s po n: 

11 
• • •• • I 'v e t ri l'd oy hr.nd ;:.t i nv os t i g.i.t i ng ~:t:.tntcd 
h ouooe, b t:t bey ond a i ssi nG c. n i :;ht ' s sl oop 
not h inc c ~.no o f i tt t hou @l. Ml onc o i nt crcopt od 
hcl.£ n bri ck t hr orn by n chr.p d10 r.a s r.1. t h co (; 
r.ilo t ook no f or tho ghost . Bee n 1~t o ~ nc! 

f o ' o' slo hc.nd on :J_!nJ.l boc,ta, nn d a lnn yo cont ri ve d 
t o do th a \ /?"Ong t !:i ng :i.t t ho ur ong coc ont . 
Pcr tid to sh ooting , fish ing, go lf, punting ::,nd 
br o,· d i 11g torriors" • 

Chupt or Fi vo 1-rill appocr noxt c ont h . -.-.- ..... ... .. .... . . -.- .-. -. -.-.-. -. 

''l'/ho? ]h y? ::,nd ib on? a brilli r.nt n orr 
:,r ti cl o fl •ac t h o :,on of '.?.illic J:J Colo:, a be. 

· _-o !Jtill u, .nt r.rtic l os nnd f oc.tur oo 
if , ·o nr o t c !::cop tho Dl c.k in nc. :fl:ig 
f l y in g. 


